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Lessons From 2020 

At the end of 
December, I invited 
you to share the 
lessons from 2020 
that have been 
positive. Below is 
what we agreed, 
during the year of 
the pandemic, 
those things that 
are worth hanging 
on to in 2021 and 
beyond: 
 

Determination to keep worship 
going: 
At our PCC meeting in January, we 
confirmed our policy to keep the 
church building open for private 
prayer (Sundays and Wednesdays) 
and public worship (also on 
Sundays and Wednesdays). We also 
have an important funeral ministry. 
We follow the government 
guidelines and the Church of 
England guidelines to keep the 
building Covid-19 secure; for 
instance, the building is cleaned 
twice a week thanks to the hard 
work of our two church wardens in 
addition to everybody who comes 
into church wiping their pew at the 
end of worship. This is a team 
effort; many thanks to my 
colleagues Olwyn and David, to 

those who help with 
the laptop and now 
live streaming.  
 

Commitment to 
Jesus, and to St 
Anne’s: 
I have been so 
encouraged by the 
commitment shown 
from members of St 
Anne’s to keep 
connecting to one 
another and to 

Christ and also to reach out to 
others, for instance, in the way we 
invited school children from St 
Anne’s Primary School to decorate 
our outdoor Christmas trees. 
 

Kindness: 
People have really valued one 
another during the pandemic. This 
is evident in the ways that people 
have joined WhatsApp groups to 
stay in touch, or telephoned one 
another. We know that ‘no man is 
an island’ but the pandemic has 
demonstrated how much we need 
one another. 
 

Simplicity: 
The restrictions have cut out a lot 
of things from our diaries but 
maybe, we have learnt that ‘less is 
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MARTIN LEAH 
FLOORCOVERING SPECIALISTS 

12 THORN GROVE WAREHOUSE, 
 SALE, M33 3AA  

TEL 0161-962-5065 

FAX 0161-969-1171 

TRUST THE 
FLOORCOVERING 
EXPERTS WITH 
YOUR NEEDS 
 

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE TO BOTH DOMESTIC & 

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS 
● CARPETS ● NATURAL FLOORING 
● LINOLEUM ● LAMINATES & WOOD 
● VINYLS ● GUARDSMAN STAIN
  PROTECTION 

Opening hours 8am - 6pm Mon-Sat 
SEWING & PLANNING 

SERVICE-FLOOR PREPARATION 

PUTTING OFF MAKING A WILL? 
 

Your family won’t thank you 
for it. It takes less than an 
hour to make a Will and 
protect your loved ones. 

 

 Home visits at a time to suit you 

 Fixed Fees, no hidden extras 

 Friendly efficient service 

 Over 25 years experience 

 Lasting Powers of Attorneys 
 

For a FREE no obligation information 
pack contact Somerset Lodge Wills on 

0161 976 4411 or contact us at 

www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk 

This company complies with the IPW code of conduct  

 

 Mrs P. Goodson 

Mrs Rebecca Atkin  
State Registered Chiropodist 

HPC Reg. MChS 
 

Available for home visits 
 

 Tel: 07768-692949 

 

Hi everyone. The Social Group has 
been putting its collective thinking 
cap on to generate some ideas to 
try and bring a bit of enjoyment 
and keep us all together. We’ve 
come up with the following 
suggestions: 

 Book Group, this would meet 
monthly via Zoom  

 Murder Mystery night. 

 Bingo night. 

 Boggle night. Boggle is a word 
game, not too sure how that 

would work via Zoom but I can 
find out. 

 

So, now it’s over to you. Can you 
let me know which, if any, of these 
possibilities you’d like me to put 
on? As we’re hoping to host one of 
these events sometime in February 
I’d be grateful if you could let me 
know as soon as possible: email 
me at olwynem@sky.com or ring 
me on 0161 962 9292  
 

Love and prayers, 
    Olwyn 

Social events 

GAM SPORT 
Personal Training 

Sessions held locally, and 
Swimming Lessons 

for all ages and abilities. 

Contact GORDON on 
07715002240 

e-mail: ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk 

 

more’ when it comes to crowding 
our lives with events (or are some 
of them distractions?) 
 

Not rushing: 
Linked to showing kindness and 
living more simply is the value of 
not rushing. As our lives are less 
frantic, we find that we have time 
for one another. 
 

Maintaining our fellowship: 
Many members of St Anne’s have 
commented on how much they 
have benefitted from zoom break 
out groups when it comes to really 
listening to one another and 

getting to know one another more 
deeply than folks experienced over 
coffee in the church hall. 
 
Adapting to new circumstances: 
We have adapted our worship, our 
building inside and out; our 
technology (zoom and now live 
streaming). We can adapt quickly 
and in profound ways when 
necessary. I hope we never lose 
this new found confidence that we 
can do things in new ways; they 
may actually throw up advantages 
over the old ways. 

 

The Revd Canon Alison Cox 

...continued 

http://www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk/
mailto:ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk


 

  
  

  

  

  

 

 
Unless restrictions change, we will not be 
able to conduct the range of normal 
services during Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter. For instance, foot washing is not 
allowed so we will not be holding The Last 
Supper service with a meal, Holy 
Communion and foot washing. 
 

Booklets for daily study and reflection 
through Lent produced by the Church of 
England - Live Lent (see picture) - have 
been ordered for everybody at St Anne’s. 
You can collect your copy from church 
shortly. Email, app and social media 
versions will be available from 
www.churchofengland.org 

 

Important dates of services: 
 

Ash Wednesday 17 February at 10.00 am  
We are looking at ways to continue the tradition of ashing safely. 
Details to follow. 
 

First Sunday of Lent - Sunday 21 February 
 

Fair-trade Sunday - 28 February 
 

Mothering Sunday - 14 March 
 

Palm Sunday - 28 March 
 

Maundy Thursday - 1 April 
 

Good Friday - 2 April 
 

Easter Sunday - 4 April 
 

Mel’s Computer Care Ltd  
49 Old Hall Road, Sale Moor, M33 2HT 

0161 977 0107 - www.melscomputercare.co.uk 

STOP PRESS!!! Microsoft have now removed support for all Windows 7 systems, 

which could affect the security of your software. If you are using 7, do give me a call for 
FREE & independent advice. 

 Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2021 

“Have you a computer problem? 
If so, I am local and here to help...” 

  

Quite simply my aim is to provide an effective, quick, reliable 
and friendly service without unnecessary jargon. 

  

 DO GIVE ME A CALL NOW OR AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE. I AM 
HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ANY TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM, 

HOWEVER BIG OR SMALL. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

The British Church in 2021 

Date of our Annual 
Meeting 
 

Our Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting will 
take place on Sunday 
25 April. It is likely that 
this meeting will take 
place via Zoom. 

The fourth edition of UK Church 
Statistics has now been published. 
Although this is a pre-Covid-19 
assessment, the findings will still 
be of interest.   
  

The book looks at the 228 
denominations in the UK. 39% of 
the denominations make up 82% 
of the total membership and they 
are declining. But, still some 50% 
of all the denominations were 
showing some, if small, growth. 
 

It’s significant that so many groups 
of Christian churches are growing 

amidst general decline . What is 
helping that growth?  
 

It was found to have been caused 
by the numbers of immigrants - 
workers, refugees, asylum seekers, 
students - who have come into the 
country. Some of these come from 
countries with Christian traditions 
or backgrounds. These ‘Diaspora 
churches’ include Iranian. Latvian, 
Romanian, Sri Lankan, Syrian and 
Turkish churches. It is bringing 
new life and variety to the UK’s 
Christian landscape. 



 

 

USPG is one of our link 
mission partners and each 
Lent a group of us get 
together to do their study 
course. We always enjoy the 

content and discussion and  
we learn so much from each 
other and about the world 
wide church.  
 

This year the focus is upon the 
Earth in crisis, Climate Crisis. 
The case studies from USPG’s 
partner churches offer us 
insights, hope and 
encouragement in the way 
that they are confronting the 
issues in their own context: 
and in doing so, challenge us  
to respond: are we ready to 
accept the challenge? 
You can read more about the 
course via this link and 
download a copy of the 
course booklet too. 
 

‘For such a time as this’ is a six 
session course and members 
of St Anne's are meeting via 
Zoom on Thursdays at 11 am 
starting on 25 February 2021. 
Would you like to join us? We 
will need your email address 
to send the Zoom invite. If you 
don't have access to Zoom, 

you could follow along in the 
booklet. We have some spare 
copies we could deliver to 
you. Please contact Janice 
Mason for more information: 
howard.mason1@btopenworl
d.com or ring her on 0161 969 
8570. 
 

Activities for Lent 

The Lent Lockdown Challenge 
 

How long is a piece of string? Can we decorate lengths of string with recycled materials to 
make one long chain to wrap around St Anne's church as many times as possible? We want 
to wrap the church with our love to show how much we care about each other, the 
environment and God's creation. You could make beads out of old magazines, string milk 
bottle tops or use 
anything from your 
recycling bin. How 
creative can you be? 
We could help to 
raise money for a 
good cause too. Look 
out for more 
information...coming 
soon...... 

The Water of Life 
 

She came to the well around midday, 
To avoid all the gossip she came alone, 
She met a Man there who told her all things 
Five husbands she had and not one her own. 
 

He asked for a drink and they started to talk, 
A Samaritan woman there with a Jew 
Breaking all barriers to meet her need 
He told her how she could be made new. 
 

The water of life that He would give 
Would mean that she never would thirst again 
This transforming draught He offers to all 
Once tasted you never will be the same. 
 

At Cana He turned the water to wine 
A miracle no-one but He could do               
Just as the water was wondrously changed 
If you drink from this Fount it can happen to you.  
 

Ps 34:8 ‘O taste and see that the LORD is good ‘  
 

    Megan Carter 

https://uspg.org.uk/engage/support5/forsuchatime/lent-course-2021/
mailto:howard.mason1@btopenworld.com?subject=USPG%20Lent%20Course
mailto:howard.mason1@btopenworld.com?subject=USPG%20Lent%20Course


 

 

The February Traidcraft SALE 
 

Use up your leftovers..... 

Zero waste frittata (courtesy of Traidcraft) 
 

What you'll need: 

 6 eggs, locally sourced if poss 

 A splash of milk 

 Your leftover vegetables eg onion,tomatoes, broccoli, 
courgette etc 

 Butter/oil to grease dish 
 

How to cook: 
1. Preheat oven to 200 C (180 for fan assisted) 
2. Beat eggs and milk (add seasoning to taste) in bowl until 

mixed 
3. Take medium oven proof dish, lightly grease and fill with 

leftover vegetables. 
4. Pour the egg mixture over the veg until covered and 

flatten with fork ensuring top is level. 
5. Cook for 35 mins or until slightly browned on top 
6. Add a side salad of choice 

First of all, thank you for buying your Christmas gifts and cards from Traidcraft. You have 
made a difference to millions of small farmers and producers across the world. 
Can you help us reduce our stock? We have some excellent products with short sell by dates 
so we’ve cut the prices to sell them on. Don't worry: the producers have been paid in full. 
Just let janice know if you like to buy any of these goods below. (01619698570 or 
howard.mason1@btopenworld.com ) Thank you. 

Coming soon......Spring catalogue with new and much loved products....... 
Thank you for your support.  
 

      The Traidcraft Team: Lynda, Pauline, Howard and Janice  

Item Sell by RRP Our price 

Organic Medium Roast Fresh Ground Coffee 1 kg bags July 2021 £17.00 £13.00 

Divine Cocoa April 2021 £2.75 £2.30 

London Tea - Raspberry Inferno July 2021 £1.75 £1.00 

London Tea - White Tea Pear Tatin July 2021 £1.75 £1.00 

Stem Ginger Cookies March 2021 £2.10 £1.50 

Organic Strawberry Jam June 2021 £2.45 £2.00 

Fruit and Lemon Biscuits (2 biscuits in pack) March 2021 £0.70 £0.50 

Traidcraft Organic Milk Chocolate Bars April 2021 £2.10 £1.50 

 
75 years of the RSV Version  

The Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament was published 75 years ago, on 11 
February 1946. It was the first major English-
language update of the Bible since the King James 
version published in 1611. 
 

The RSV Old Testament followed in 1952 and the 
Apocrypha in 1957. The translation was a revision 
of the American Standard Version of 1901 and was 
intended to be a readable and accurate modern 

English translation. A ceremony to commemorate 
the publication of the New Testament was held in 
Columbus, Ohio, with the translation team saying 
they wanted it to supplement the ASV and not 
supplant it. 
 

The RSV New Testament was mostly well received, 
but the Old Testament, which made use of Dead 
Sea Scrolls material, less so. One objection centred 
on the translation of a Hebrew word in Isaiah as 

‘young woman’ instead of ‘virgin’, which was said 
to distort a basic Christian truth and encouraged 
many to go back to the King James Bible. 
 

Some opponents went further, calling it a “master 
stroke of Satan”. One Southern pastor burned a 
copy with a blowtorch in his pulpit. The 
controversy may have paved the way for the now 
widely used and virginal New International 
Version, introduced in 1978. 



 

  

Hello everyone. So 
another month in this 
long saga has gone by. 
I hope you are all 
keeping well and 
staying safe. Both 
Jackie and I and all the 
committee do hope 
and pray that before 
we get to summer we 
will be able to meet 
face to face again. 
 

This month we should 
be having our AGM but 
Jackie has been in 
contact with the 
Diocesan office and we 
are fine to postpone 
our AGM until we can 
meet again, face to 
face. Our accounts 
have been approved 
and sent off to the 
Diocese. Jackie tells me 
that when we do 
finally get back to 
meeting, one of the 
first things we will be 
doing is enrolling a 
new member! Olwyn 
Wright has told Jackie 
that she would like to 
become a member of 
our branch, isn’t that 

lovely news. 
 

Another lockdown, I do 
hope it’s not for long. I 
gather a lot of people 
have had or are having 
their vaccinations. 
Let’s hope that this is 

the beginning of the 
light at the end of a 
very long tunnel. I 
don’t expect I’ll be 
getting mine until after 
Easter, that’s what 
comes with being 
“young”! HaHa   
 

It’s good that our 
church services are 
now being streamed 
live now isn’t it. I 
believe a lot more 

people are accessing 
the service than when 
they were on Zoom. A 
lot of work has gone 
into getting this to 
work, well done to all 
those who have made 
this happen 
 

I suppose if you’re 
lucky enough to have a 
garden, like me you are 
looking at all of the 
jobs that need to be 
done but the weather 
we’re having at the 
moment just doesn’t 
make folk want to go 
out and do those jobs 
does it! It certainly 
make me prefer to sit 
on my sofa. My 
daffodils are peeking 
up and I have spotted a 
couple of snowdrops 
coming out but as for 
picking up all those 
soggy leaves, they will 
have to wait a while! 
 

Look after yourselves, 
stay safe and keep 
warm and dry. 
 
 Carol & Jackie  

Mothers Union  Signs of Spring  
A mention of Shrove 
Tuesday in the 
appeal for Spire material 
brought back memories 
of hectic pancake 
making "in days gone 
by" in the Church 
Hall. Tables and chairs 
were set out for people 
to meet, eat, and chat. It 
was a good social 
experience. It feels like 
another world after 
months of Lockdown. 
 

However - - - time is 
moving on in the 
garden. The last of the 
Autumn leaves in the 
back of the flowerbeds 
have been cleared, and 
halfway through January 
a solitary yellow crocus 
( the first of many 
hopefully !) braved the 
rain and snow of Storm 
Christophe to announce 
that Spring cannot be far 
away. Snowdrops 
abound, and some 
daffodils in sunny places 
are growing tall, with 
buds ready to bend over 
and open up as glorious 
yellow beacons of hope 

and cheerfulness. Some 
Hellebores which were 
planted in the church 
garden by the steps on 
the North side are 
showing signs of life and 
the mini daffs should 
also be bursting through 
before too long. 
 

Spring is coming. Many 
of the more senior  

parishioners have 
received their first Covid 
vaccination. Live 
streaming services are 
now up and running, 
thanks to the technical 
work having been 
completed; this must be 
a great relief to Alison 
who has worked so 
hard to achieve the 
ability to tell the world 
around us that St Anne's 
is open! 
 

    Bridget Beggs 

National Nestbox Week  
 

Our birds are short of nesting holes, and no 
wonder: gardens, parks and woodland are 
neater than they used to be, and modern 
homes offer few crannies for nest building.  
 

National Nestbox Week is celebrated from 14 
February each year. It aims to encourage us to 
put up more nestboxes, and to consider 
planting shrubs or trees with fruit that birds eat. 
These can make all the difference to birds 
struggling to survive, especially blue tits, great 
tits, house sparrows, robins and starlings.  
 

The British Trust for Ornithology offers a variety 
of ideas for building and placing nestboxes: see 
www.nestboxweek.com 

http://www.nestboxweek.com


 

 

Old Age 
On the outside: why so faded, 
Colours chipped and hair awry? 
Ageing’s price has been exacted, 
Hope extinguished, love gone by. 
 

Middle Age 
Halfway there with lines appearing, 
Self-help books are piling high. 
Dreams still beckon; future 
yearning,  
Life has not yet passed me by. 
 

Adolescence 
Teenage daring, risk unflinching; 

Health and vigour promise more 
Every passion lurks, so tempting 
All sensations to the fore. 
 

Childhood 
Child amazement, world untested; 
Safely kept in others’ care. 
Now emerging, trusting, fearless 
Stain-free soul to taste the air. 
 

Moral 
Cast off now your stubborn pride. 
Liberate the child inside. 
(See Matthew 18:3) 
 

   John Barton  

Arthur Gresty Ltd. 
 FUNERAL HOMES 

      2b Marsland Road, Sale Moor 
 

“An independent family owned funeral home, offering a personal service 

by David Gresty, his family and caring staff” 
 

0161 962 1515 
 

  Chapels of Rest also in West Timperley and Northenden 

Rolls Royce & 

Mercedes Hearse 

& Limousines 

24 Hour 

Personal Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Painter and Decorator 

A.C. Rudd 
For a FRIENDLY 
Quality Service 

Telephone: 
0161-969-1806 

GAS SAFE CARL 

 Boilers  Repairs  Radiators  
 Cookers  Hobs   Fires 
 Plumbing   Bathrooms 
 Kitchens    Tiling 

Tel 0161 374 2395 
Or 07999 577 493 

 The ages of life 



 

 

Anskar should be the patron 
saint of any Christian who 
loves doing mission... and 
who discovers that 
evangelists meet the most 
amazing people, and that 
their lives are full of 
surprises.... 
 

In grew up in a noble family in 
Amiens. He decided to 
forsake it all in order to 
became a monk. It may have 
sounded dull to his non-
Christian acquaintances, but it opened 
a life of international adventure and a 
lasting achievement that has affected 
millions down the centuries. 
 

Anskar became a monk in Picardie. But 
soon he felt called to Corvey 
(Westphalia) where he began apostolic 
work - or in modern parlance, 
evangelism and church planting. But 
that was just the start. For here Anskar 
met the king of Denmark (as one does). 
King Harold was in temporary exile, 
and during his stay in Westphalia, had 
become a Christian. When the time 
came, he persuaded Anskar to return 
to Denmark with him, and under his 
royal patronage to evangelise 
Denmark. The trip was a success, and 
then in 832 Anskar was made Bishop of 
Hamburg.  

When the Vikings sacked 
Hamburg in 845, another 
unexpected opportunity 
came Anskar’s way. The Pope 
made him archbishop of both 
Hamburg and Bremen, with 
some responsibility over 
Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden. It was an enormous 
job, but Anskar was up to it. 
He seems to have worked 
around the clock - 
establishing schools, giving 
great sums to the poor, and 

preaching the Gospel at every 
opportunity. Somehow he even found 
time to tackle the Viking slave-trade, 
and somewhat diminish this cruel 
practice.   
 

But Anskar’s most lasting success was 
as a Christian missionary to Denmark, 
whose patron he became. It is said that 
he dressed austerely, ate only simple 
food, and added short personal 
prayers to each psalm in his psalter, 
thus contributing to a form of devotion 
that soon became widespread. He died 
and was buried at Bremen. 
 

The Church remembers St Anskar on 3 
February. 

While there is a risk of Covid 19, I just ask to deal with one person per 
job and I attend with mouth cover and gloves, wearing my gas I.D. 

 

Anskar   801 – 65 



 

 Christingle  
First of all I must say a 
huge thank you to 
Alison and everyone at 
St Anne’s who made it 
possible for us to hold 
Christingle services 
this year. It was a little 
different, no packed 
out church with me 
asking people to 
shuffle up to squeeze 
one more person in 
the pew this year, no 
big team making 500+ 
Christingle oranges 
either. A lot of thought 
and planning went into 
making our services 
safe for you all to 
enjoy, which I hope 
you did. Thank you to 
all the team who 
helped make this 
happen. 
 

I thought you would all 
like to know the total 
raised so far from our 
services. To date the 
total is a wonderful 
£426.44. I am so 
grateful. Thank you to 
every one of you who 
gave some money. I 

know that donating 
money to charities at 
the moment is difficult 
as a lot of people are 
finding life financially 
hard so the amount 
that you have donated 
has made me feel so 
grateful that you found 
it in your hearts to 
donate to The 
Children’s Society, 
thank you. 
 

Times are to say the 
least a tad different 
and taxing at the 
moment aren’t they, 
but we will get through 
this. I try to find a 
positive each day, why 

not try it. One thing 
we’ve all learnt over 
the past year is that 
it’s the little things that 
matter, isn’t it, like the 
sun shining, snow 
falling, snowmen, a 
smile. Thank you 
everyone for coming 
to the services and for 
your generous 
donations, you have 
helped The Children’s 
Society provide 
positives in the coming 
year for lots of 
children and young 
people. 
 

 Carol Thomas 

Behind 

Sale URC 

 More information: Louise Ellicott - 973 2888 

John Hugall Ltd 
143 Northenden Road, Sale 

  

Tel: 973 1056 or 973 1118 Fax: 973 
1056 

  

Prescriptions Aids for the Elderly and Disabled 
(including Free Collection & Delivery Service)
 Perfumes 
Blood Pressure Monitoring Toilet Articles 
Pregnancy Testing Baby Requisites 
Incontinence Products Surgical Hosiery & Trusses 
  

Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 

9.15 am - 3 pm 

Breakfast Club 
available Monday - 

Friday 8.30 - 9.15 am 

IAN CLARKE FUNERAL SERVICES  

151 Northenden Road, Sale, Cheshire  

Tel 0161 962 4141 (24 Hrs) 
  

Provider of Dignity Funeral Plans  



 

 Fairtrade Fortnight 2021  

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
shown us more than ever how 
interconnected we are 
globally. This interconnection 
is at the very heart of the 
Fairtrade message.  
 

As a parish committed to fair 
trade we do our best to 
support small farmers across 
the globe by buying fairly 
traded products. But one of 
the biggest challenges facing 
farmers and workers now is 
Climate Change. The facts are 
straightforward. In countries 
such as Kenya, Ethiopia, and 
Honduras, farmers and 
workers who have done the 
least to contribute to climate 

change, are 
disproportionately affected by 
it. They are seeing the impact 
from droughts and crop 
disease to floods, 
heatwaves and shrinking 
harvests. And not only that 
but low prices for their crops 
mean that they are struggling 
to fight back. 
 

The issues of climate justice 
and trade justice are 
interconnected. What we do 
as individuals and as a church 
here has an impact upon the 
lives of farmers around the 
globe and vice versa. This 
Fortnight, we are asked to 
‘Choose the World You Want’ 

and use our voice to tell 
others about the challenges 
that farmers face from climate 
change. And keep on ‘caring 
for the earth’ by reducing, 
reusing and recycling. You 
know it!  
 

Many fair trade companies 
have already made the 
connection and use their local 
circumstances to bring about 
change. Here are a few 
examples….. 
 

Ngwenya Glassware in 
Swaziland. 100% of the glass 
used to make glassware for 
Traidcraft has been recycled 
and every piece has been 
hand blown, a skill that takes 
years to perfect. Conservation 
is one of Ngwenya’s key 
pillars: they believe that 
educating children about 
environmental issues is the 
best way to care for our 
planet and future. They 
organise clean up days along 
the main roads and encourage 
schools to do this in exchange 
for building materials, football 
kits etc. Ngwenya is said to be 
the cleanest area around 
because bottles mean cash 

and any bottle that 
catches the 
children’s attention 
finds its way into the 
glass factory!  
 

Cycle of Good in 
Malawi cleverly craft 
their goods from 
materials like bicycle 
inner tubes and 
coffee sacks that 
would have otherwise ended 
up in landfill. They turn waste 
into pencil cases, wallets and 
belts. And the surplus funds 
education, family support and 
life changing developments. 

Nearer to 
home….Espresso 
Mushroom 
Company is owned 
by Newcastle 
YMCA. They grow 
mushrooms on 
used coffee 
grounds. They’re 
committed to 
achieving social and 

environmental benefits in the 
west end of Newcastle, 
offering growing/processing 
jobs to local people.  
 

 

Did you know?  
 

If like me you have looked at the label on new clothes, 
particularly Traidcraft socks, and thought they can’t possibly 
be made out of BAMBOO! Read on….. 

• Bamboo is a natural, renewable resource that can be 
crafted into a soft viscose fabric.  

• It’s the fastest growing woody plant on earth; it can 
grow 47 inches in 24 hours! 

• Can absorb as much as 12 tonnes of carbon dioxide per 
hectare per year. 

• Releases 35% more oxygen into the atmosphere than 
hardwood trees. 

• Bamboo for ‘Thought’s’ socks is grown in controlled, 
responsibly sourced forests that are FSC certified. 

• It’s very soft and naturally breathable. Just how I like my 
socks! 

 

Ngwenya Glass in Swaziland - where the glass is greener 



 

Style and substance 
  

 

We watched a BBC4 programme about American 
evangelical Christians and their support for 
Israel, thinking we would gain a bit of 
understanding of evangelical Christian support 
for Donald Trump. It was alarming and 
depressing and the gut reaction was to dig out 
the Liberal Christian t-shirt and go and shout at 
anyone wearing an Evangelical Christian t-shirt.  
 

But of course, it needs more serious thought 
than that. The USA is a very different country 
(“two countries divided by a common language”) 
- they do things differently there. So we have to 
get beneath issues of style and custom. The 
small town Baptist church created (and named 
after) one charismatic individual, succeeded as 
leader by his son and grandson. Preachers who 
can’t stand still. Hands in the air and hallelujahs 
shouted – common enough here too, just not my 
kind of thing. Preferred styles are very personal. 
And behind all this, much to say in favour of the 
fellowship – not least their faithfulness and 
generosity. 
 

But I had more genuine problems with 
substance. Their big thing was support for Israel 
– no problem with that; and generous donations 
to help poor Israelis – again, no problem with 
that. They feed into a national grouping who 
share those priorities. Why wouldn’t they! So 
what jarred? 
 

First was the political positions this led them 
into, engaging nationally with Donald Trump to 

encourage him to move the US Embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem and to condone Zionist 
expansionism and illegal settlement. Second I 
was stunned at the local church’s explicit total 
disregard of, blindness to, Palestinians, even 
Palestinian Christians. And third, their support 
for Israel appeared to be the opposite of 
altruistic, seeing the state of Israel merely as 
essential as the location for the second coming 
in which Jews would be either forcibly converted 
or perish; that, I’m sure, is what I heard their 
young pastor claim, not my garbled recollection. 

I was hopeful that his conversation in Israel with 
a Palestinian priest would lead to a more 
nuanced position but it appeared just to show 
his utter conviction that he was right. This seems 
to derive from an approach to the Bible that 
weaponises selected texts and finds in it a 
detailed and specific timetable and roadmap for 
the end of days. I don’t see it that way at all, but 
does that allow me to rush to judgment? 
 

As I write during the week of prayer for Christian 
Unity, I’m all too aware that we are called to a 
unity in which, as in a family, we are held 
together in bonds of love and respect regardless 
of details of belief and practice. That means a 
need to engage with people from very different 
positions and to be open to recognising our own 
preferences of style and interpretation before 
exploring the substance of our own entrenched 
positions and certainties. And we don’t need to 
cross the Atlantic for this – if we engage in the 
Church of England’s Living in Love and Faith 
process we’ll all need to show we can listen, be 
challenged and perhaps even change our 
positions (in this case on identity, sexuality, 
relationships and marriage). Let’s try it! 
 

     Howard Mason 
 

 
 

Endurance is the ability to stand up under 
adversity; perseverance is the ability to 
progress in spite of it.  Jerry Bridges 
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 Parish Directory  A mature look at Valentine’s Day 

You do not see many 
Zimmer frames, 
wheelchairs or hearing 
aids on Valentine’s Day 
cards. They mostly seem 
to be full of young love, 
hearts and roses. 
 

Young love is wonderful and 
beautiful, full of optimism, and plans 
and hopes for the future.  
 

But love in later life is precious too. 
It is a love that has been forged 
through years of shared experiences 
and joy, maybe raising children 
together, perhaps enjoying 
grandchildren.  
 

It’s a love that’s stood the test of 
time, and deeper, much deeper, 
than any shop-bought Valentine’s 
Day card can describe. 
 

That long-term love can also be 
shown by the devoted wife or 
husband who visits their spouse in a 
care home each day, gently talking 
with them when they are, perhaps, 
deep into dementia. Or sitting for 
long hours by a hospital bed. Or 
dutifully caring for them at home. 
 

Love is a marathon, not a sprint. It 
starts with white lace and promises 
and grows over the years. 
 

Mature love is about the 
commitment that spans 
decades and is seldom 
shown on the cards on 
sale in the High Street 
this Valentine’s Day.  

 

So, this year, as I look at the rows of 
red or pink Valentine’s Day cards on 
sale in the shops, I shall look out for 
cards that have a deeper message. I 
shall seek out cards that celebrate 
long-term love. Cards that say 
something about the joys and 
challenges of growing older 
together. Cards that go beyond 
hearts and roses to the deeper love 
that transcends love’s first 
blossoming. I just hope I can find 
some… 
 

   Rev Peter Crumpler, Parish Pump 

The e-Spire is our replacement for a 
hard-copy parish magazine. It is to 
supplement what appears on our 
website and in the weekly pastoral 
letter and newssheets from our 
clergy. If you don’t receive these by 
email, please send your email 
address to Alison: 
alisoncox19@hotmail.com  
 

For comments on e-Spire and to 
contribute to a future issue, mail 
the editors, Howard & Janice 
Mason at howard.mason1@ 
btopenworld.com 


