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The new Bishop of Chester 

The church has chosen a new Bishop of Chester to follow Bishop Peter 
who retired last year after 23 years service. Our new bishop is to be Mark 
Tanner. 50 this year, married with two student aged children, he is 
currently Bishop of Berwick, a suffragan bishop in Newcastle diocese.  
 

Before he trained for ordination he was a youth pastor at Holy Trinity, 
Coventry – a parish that gave us both our present Bishop of Birkenhead, 
Keith Sinclair, and his predecessor David Urquhart, now Bishop of 
Birmingham. He is probably so far unknown to you but he’s no stranger 
to the diocese as following ordination he was curate at St Mary’s Upton, 
on the Wirral. Since then he has served as a vicar in Doncaster and Ripon, 
as an army chaplain,  as Warden of Cranmer Hall in Durham and as Vice-
Principal of St John’s College, Durham. 
 
Bishop Mark is a motor-cyclist (though he learned to drive on a tractor as 
he came from a farming family)  and  rides for Northumbria Blood Bikes, 
a blue-light volunteer service helping the NHS. He’s also a scuba diver. 
 

In a recent article for the Church Times, his top ten tips for running a PCC 
meeting included “talk less and listen more” and “have fun”. Sounds 
promising! We look forward with enthusiasm to his arrival in the diocese. 



 

 

Moira Garnett Prize 2020  
“Building Hope and Confidence” 

This year’s award was presented virtually 
to team FEDG: Florence, Ellie, Donald & 
George, by Carol Thomas at our Mothers’ 
Union Zoom Meeting after our Wave of 
Prayer on 18th May 2020. 
 

The last few months of Spring 2020 have 
been challenging for all of us. In this year’s 
practice run of the Moira Garnett Prize the 
children demonstrated and showed their 
understanding of our theme “Building 
Hope and Confidence”. But the doors to 
the school were closed just a week before 
the scheduled Final. Buffet- sausage rolls, 
sandwiches and cakes on hold! 

 

At that time schools and exam boards were discussing how to assess 
students’ work so that they could attain their grades. Not to be deterred- 
why couldn’t we do the same? Not an easy task as the teachers were 
unable to contact the children directly as they were unable to assess the 
home situations the children were in. A general e-mail was sent out.  

 

All eight groups responded. This was encouraging for us as an 
organisation- it showed that the children had taken on board the ethos 
of the project and were as committed as we were to see a completion. 
The power points and scripts were e-mailed to our judges- Mavis McKie 
and Sylvia Webb - and a worthy winning group was chosen.  

 

Our members used “Zoom” for our “Wave of Prayer” and then to make 
the Moira Garnett announcement. Carol Thomas (daughter of Moira) 
was able to join us and presented the prize virtually. 
 

We don’t know what the future holds- as access to schools may be 
limited in the future. All we can do is to continue “Building Hope and 
Confidence”. 
        Elizabeth Mills 

Before lockdown, we commissioned 
the new architect to start developing a 
scheme for re-ordering the church 
interior. Mark Pearce has drawn up 
plans and the wardens and myself met 
him in church before lockdown 
started. The plans have been 
presented to the PCC and approved. 
There is plenty of detail yet to be 
worked on. 
 

At this stage, what we want is the 
basic design and re-ordering plan. We 
are not at the stage of discussing 
chairs, benches or heating systems. 
That will come later. 
 

The architect has also given us an 
outline budget. He estimated that the 
whole project will cost in the region of 
£700,000 which is what we had 
expected. 
 

The plans are now available on the 
church website (www.salestanne.org) 
for you to scrutinise. 
 

Do please take a look at them. If there 
is anything you don’t understand, or if 
you have any questions, do please 
contact me or the Future Foundations 
team. Mark, the architect, suggests 
that the work would take about six 
months to carry out. 
 

What happens next? 
I am inviting Mark to meet the PCC to 
talk in more depth about the scheme. 
Following from that meeting, and  
 

dependent on lockdown guidelines, I 
am keen to invite the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee to come to St 
Anne’s for an informal meeting to 
discuss the scheme. This is useful for 
several reasons: 

 The Committee can give us their 
reactions before we apply for a Faculty 
and therefore we can adapt our plans 
in the light of their advice. 

 The Committee may have new 
ideas and thoughts about how we 
tackle certain problems in the building 
which could be useful. 
 

If how we use our church buildings is 
to change forever following the 
Coronavirus pandemic, thank 
goodness we are still at the stage that 
we can adapt to these changes. 
 

Best wishes 
      Revd Canon Alison Cox 

Future Foundations  
First Designs For Church Reordering 

St Sofa’s 
 

We worship at St Sofa’s now 
Since Covid came to stay 
We don’t dress up or do our hair 
But still we come to pray! 
 

Our Vicar is a clever one, 
At Zoom with the IT 
And so we sit down ev’ry week 
And meet up virtually! 
 

   Parish Pump 

 

http://www.salestanne.org


 

 

MARTIN LEAH 
FLOORCOVERING SPECIALISTS 

12 THORN GROVE WAREHOUSE, 
 SALE, M33 3AA  

TEL 0161-962-5065 

FAX 0161-969-1171 

TRUST THE 
FLOORCOVERING 
EXPERTS WITH 
YOUR NEEDS 
 

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE TO BOTH DOMESTIC & 

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS 
● CARPETS ● NATURAL FLOORING 
● LINOLEUM ● LAMINATES & WOOD 
● VINYLS ● GUARDSMAN STAIN
  PROTECTION 

Opening hours 8am - 6pm Mon-Sat 
SEWING & PLANNING 

SERVICE-FLOOR PREPARATION 

PUTTING OFF MAKING A WILL? 
 

Your family won’t thank you 
for it. It takes less than an 
hour to make a Will and 
protect your loved ones. 

 

 Home visits at a time to suit you 

 Fixed Fees, no hidden extras 

 Friendly efficient service 

 Over 25 years experience 

 Lasting Powers of Attorneys 
 

For a FREE no obligation information 
pack contact Somerset Lodge Wills on 

0161 976 4411 or contact us at 

www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk 

This company complies with the IPW code of conduct  

 

 Mrs P. Goodson 

GAM SPORT… 

Personal Training / Sports therapy 
Swedish (relaxing) therapy….  

Exercises and treatments to enable 
improvements in health & l i festyle  

  

Swimming Tuition  
all ages / all abil it ies  

  

Contact Gordon on 07715002240  

email: ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs Rebecca Atkin  
State Registered Chiropodist 

HPC Reg. MChS 
 

Available for home visits 
 

 Tel: 07768-692949 

Missing the gym? Desperate for a haircut? 
Take some comfort from GK Chesterton’s 
poem: 
 

The Donkey 
 

When fishes flew and forests walked  
And figs grew upon thorn,  
Some moment when the moon was blood  
Then surely I was born;  
With monstrous head and sickening cry  
And ears like errant wings,  
The devil's walking parody  
On all four-footed things. 
The tattered outlaw of the earth,  
Of ancient crooked will;  
Starve, scourge, deride me:  
I am dumb, I keep my secret still. 
Fools! For I also had my hour;  
One far fierce hour and sweet:  
There was a shout about my ears,  
And palms before my feet.. 

 

If you share the donkey’s low self esteem at 
the moment remember that Jesus so often 
chose what was weak, or seemingly unclean 
or just simply ordinary, to get his message 
across. He chose the least to make the 
biggest impact. Nothing and no one was 
beneath the attention of Our Lord, nothing 
and no one is unworthy of the love of God.  
 

So, next time you look in the mirror and see a 
paunch or crows' feet or hair gone wild, 
remember that in our Lord's eyes, in his 
Father's eyes, we are all beautiful and we are 
all his children as we strive through faith to 
serve him in the world he gave his Son to 
save. 

We were recently able to 
send £300 of our Traidcraft 
surplus to Traidcraft 
Exchange, Traidcraft’s 
charitable arm. They write:  
 

“Your kind donation will be 
put to good use in 
supporting vulnerable people 
around the world to get a 
fairer deal from trade. 
   

“Trade is a basic means of 
survival. It puts food on our 
tables and clothes on our 
backs. But world trade today 
is broken. It’s destroying our 
planet’s natural resources 
and trapping millions of the 
world’s most vulnerable 
people in poverty. 
  

“You are part of a 
community of people who 
strive to give a voice to 
all, equality to all, fairness 
for all. Together we 
campaign, we educate and 
we lobby for changes in law 
which will benefit the many, 
not just the few. And we 
can't do it without people 
like you.“ 
 

Thank you for your support, 
and see the link on the home 
page for what we, the 
Traidcraft Team can offer at 
present. 

 Not looking your best?  Thank you  
from Traidcraft Exchange 

http://www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk/
mailto:ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

St Anne's, St Francis 
and the Church Hall all 
remain closed. We 
regularly inspect the 
buildings to ensure 
they have not been 
broken into or if there 
are any essential 
repairs that have 
developed since the 
lockdown.  
 

We are awaiting 
quotes for a leak in 

the Church Hall roof 
and for the gutters to 
be cleared at St 
Francis and the Church 
Hall. The latter was 
arranged just before 
the firm were 
instructed not to carry 
out any work. Tony 
Sant has kindly been 
half tiling the Church 
Hall kitchen and it is 
nearly finished. 
 

We also have regular 
weekly meetings with 
Alison via Zoom. The 
Standing Committee 
and PCC continue to 
meet up as well. 
 

We send our love and 
prayers to everyone 
during this difficult 
time. 
 

Kerrie and Pauline 
 

Arthur Gresty Ltd. 
 FUNERAL HOMES 

           2b Marsland Road, Sale Moor 
 

“An independent family owned funeral home, offering a personal service 

by David Gresty, his family and caring staff” 
 

0161 962 1515 
 

    Chapels of Rest also in West Timperley and Northenden 

Rolls Royce & 

Mercedes Hearse 

& Limousines 

24 Hour 

Personal Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Painter and Decorator 

A.C. Rudd 
For a FRIENDLY 
Quality Service 

Telephone: 
0161-969-1806 

GAS SAFE CARL 

 Boilers   Repairs   Radiators  
 Cookers   Hobs    Fires 
 Plumbing     Bathrooms 
 Kitchens       Tiling 

Tel 0161 374 2395 
Or 07999 577 493 

Closed does not mean nothing’s happening!  

Wardens’ update 

May our kindness be witnessed by all 
 

When the things of the world seem so dark and so grim 
When disease and despondency call, 
Rejoice in the Lord and the nearness of Him - 
May our kindness be witnessed by all! 
 

When the pillars of life seem to crumble and creak 
When our walls seem to tumble and fall. 
In prayer and petitions our Father we seek – 
May our kindness be witnessed by all! 
 

The tempest may rage, but His wondrous peace 
Stills the storms that may rage in our soul.. 
In our hearts and our minds shall the turmoil cease 
And our kindness is witnessed by all! 
 

       Nigel Beeton, Parish Pump 
 

This poem could sound smug but I take it to be a call to kindness rather than a  
claim to be delivering it. Editors 

 



 

 

 

Well this is all a bit odd isn’t it!  I hope you are all keeping well in these 
strange times, at least on the whole the weather has been kind to us so 
the view from our windows and outside if we’re lucky enough to have a 
garden isn’t too bad is it!   
 

We have now missed our April, May and June meetings and to be 
honest I’m not sure when we’ll all get back together in person again!  
Saying that it is good to be able to see some of you on a Sunday 
morning when we all join together through the wonders of technology 
and are able to worship together and catch up with each other and 
have a chat.   
 

By the time you read this I hope some of us will have been able to meet 
up through Zoom and keep our Wave of Prayer on 18th May.  Thank 
you to Alison for sending out the ‘invite’, it’s so good that even in these 
difficult times we can still all meet up and pray together isn’t it. 
 

At the moment I look out onto my front garden and it is bare of its 
usual bedding plants that I usually would have picked up from the 
Scout plant sale which should have been in May. So I am now having to 
decide whether to risk the crowds and go to the garden centre now 
they are back open or just put a few trays in my trolley as I do my 
weekly shop in Sale. I think I will opt for Sale, strangely I think I’ll feel 
safer there! Mind I could just let nature take its cause and see what 
God has planned for my garden 
this year. What is it people say, “a 
weed is just a flower in the wrong 
place”! 
 

So, I will love you and leave you 
now and I hope that all your 
weeds bloom into huge flower 
beds!  Jackie and I send you lots of 
love 
 

Keep well and stay safe! 
Carol Thomas While there is a risk of Covid 19, I just ask to deal with one person per 

job and I attend with mouth cover and gloves, wearing my gas I.D. 

 

Mothers Union 

Keep in touch! 



 

  

Woodland wildlife 
 

Have you seen what Walkden Gardens has to offer 
lately? These lovely gardens in Derbyshire Road now 
have new wooden sculptures by Andy Burgess and even 
more fairy doors. 
Don’t miss them: 
enjoy the woodland 
and the flowers but 
see how many of 
the new sculptures 
you can spot. (We 
made it 7.) 

“The night has passed…...” 
These last few months have seen 
many changes and there has been 
much cause for anguish and 
suffering. Whilst we know that is 
true, we may have also found that 
there have been some things in our 
newly ordered daily lives that we 
have come to enjoy and cherish. This 
might be the birdsong, the quieter 
roads, or the greater sense of local 
community. It may even be getting 
to know our neighbours better 
thanks to the weekly clap for the 
NHS event providing us with an 
opportunity to linger to chat to 
neighbours across fences or garden 
walls.  
 

For me, one pleasure has been 
regularly taking part in Morning 
Prayer which Alison has been posting 
online. Praying on your own is not 
always easy. It requires a routine, a 
bit like keeping fit or keeping to a 
healthy diet, that we build into our 
lives and keep to. Alison’s posting of 
Morning Prayer each weekday 
(except Friday) on the church 
website and on Facebook has meant 
that I can join in Morning Prayer and 
listen to her reflection each day. I 
have found this of enormous benefit 
to my daily prayer routine. As it is a 
recording I can listen and take part in 
Morning Prayer at any point in a  
morning and this again is very useful 
although most mornings I like to join 
in with Morning Prayer in the earlier 

part of the morning but there is 
flexibility there as needed. 
 

If you are familiar with Morning 
Prayer you will know that there is a 
psalm each morning and these cover 
many emotions including sorrow, 
pain, sadness but also joy, hope and 
love. They have much to offer us 
today and have many inspiring lines 
especially when they are read out 
aloud as Alison obviously does. 
Alison also gives a morning reflection 
which offers an opportunity to think 
about God’s presence in our lives 
and our response to it.  
 

One of the daily lines in Morning 
Prayer is “the night has passed, and 
the day lies open before us,” a line I 
have come to love. To me it offers us 
the hope of a new day, a day in 
which we can rejoice in the love of 
God and a new day to put God at the 
heart of our lives. If you have not 
listened to Alison’s Morning Prayer 
posts on the church website, I urge 
you to do so. Have a Bible to hand 
and you will find the words to join in 
with the responses each day on the 
church website. 
 

   Pauline Stacey 

David Hoyle, Dean of Westminster 
writes about adapting to new 
challenges by standing before Fra 
Filippo Lippi’s Annunciation (above). 
He says “it is strong on calm; it was 
painted for a domestic space. This is 
a picture and a grace that you can 
live with. It is a frozen moment, and 
a carefully enclosed space. A dove 
hovers before our Lady’s womb. 
 

“An enlarged image will show you 
what looks like a sequence of still 

camera shots: it is the measured 
flight of the dove. You will need that 
larger image, too, to see the tender 
gold rays that leap towards Mary, 
announcing the beginning of 
salvation in Christ: an angel and a 
girl who “neither speak nor 
movement make”: grace arriving 
gently, in closed spaces, changing 
everything.” 
 

PS - Note how those two metres of 
distance are maintained! 

Calm Grace 



 

 

Behind 

Sale URC 

 More information: Louise Ellicott - 973 2888 

John Hugall Ltd 
143 Northenden Road, Sale 

  

Tel: 973 1056 or 973 1118 Fax: 973 
1056 

  

Prescriptions Aids for the Elderly and Disabled 
(including Free Collection & Delivery Service)
 Perfumes 
Blood Pressure Monitoring Toilet Articles 
Pregnancy Testing Baby Requisites 
Incontinence Products Surgical Hosiery & Trusses 
  

Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 

9.15 am - 3 pm 

Breakfast Club 
available Monday - 

Friday 8.30 - 9.15 am 

IAN CLARKE FUNERAL SERVICES  

151 Northenden Road, Sale, Cheshire  

Tel 0161 962 4141 (24 Hrs) 
  

Provider of Dignity Funeral Plans  

If a crisis is coming to stay 
Getting worse, with each passing day 
   It’s ever so easy 
   To get somewhat queasy 
When normality passes away! 
 

If the shelves are devoid of all rolls 
And the internet’s peopled by trolls 
   Don’t tremble and fear, 
   Shed no frightened tear 
For God the Almighty controls! 
 

If your eyesight with tears is blurred 
It may not quite yet have occurred 
   That God through the years 
   Has dried up our tears: 
So see what it says in His Word: 
 

The people, surrounded by sand 
En route to that old Promised Land 
   No food did they lack 
   For God had their back 
He had their nutrition well planned! 

Jesus cared, as the family cried 
For the daughter of Jairus had died 
   He entered her room 
   Said ‘Talitha koum’ 
And she rose and stood there by His 
side! 
 

Just two of the Bible’s great tales 
That show us that God never fails 
   To come to our aid 
   If we’ve sought Him and prayed 
When the devil with evil assails. 
 
So do not be scared, but be smart - 
No virus can tear us apart 
From God up above 
Who shows us such love 
So be of good courage and heart! 
 

             Nigel Beeton, Parish Pump 

Faith in a crisis 

A tourist on a trip to the Holy Land, 
was aghast when he found it would 
cost the equivalent of £50 an hour to 
rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
"Goodness,” he objected, “In England 
it would not have been more than 
£20.” 
 

"That might be true," said the courier, 
"but you have to take into account 
that the Sea of Galilee is water on 
which our Lord Himself walked". 
 

"Well, at £50 an hour for a boat," said 
the tourist, “it's no wonder He 
walked." 
 

  

 

The one thing that unites all human 
beings, regardless of age, gender, 
religion, economic status or ethnic 
background, is that, deep down 
inside, we ALL believe that we are 
above-average drivers. 

 



 

THE emphasis might have 
changed, but the main anti-
coronavirus message is still to 
stay at home whenever 
possible. This is especially 
true for people over 70 and/
or with vulnerable health, 
parents of small children, and 
people who can work from 
home or who need to use 
public transport to get to 
work - in other words, the 
majority.  
 

For many, the relaxation of 
the rules covering outdoor 
activity has led to greater 
anxiety levels, as parks and 
recreation areas fill up 
unpredictably.  
 

Mental Health Awareness 
Week this year focuses on 
kindness. One of the greatest 
acts of kindness is to allow 
friends and relatives to talk 
openly about their mental 
fragility. Perhaps one of few 
good things to come out of 
such a time is that feelings of 
anxiety can be spoken of 
openly. 
 

As the energy and resolve 
that accompanied the start of 
the pandemic falters, the 

need for resilience has 
become clear. Justine Allain 
Chapman has produced an 
illustrated A-Z on the subject, 
which can be found on the 
Church Times website. Here is 
the entry for O: 
 

I HAVE struggled to find a 
balance between being a 
responsible citizen aware of 
the issues our world is facing, 
and getting so overwhelmed 
by bad news and death tolls 
that my hope is eroded. Even 
though I limit the amount of 
time I listen to the news or 
look at a screen, and seek to 
give time to opening myself to 
what is life-giving, there are 
times when it’s just too sad, or 
I am upset and angry. I have 
learned that it is OK not to be 
OK. Indeed, not being OK is 
the reasonable, natural, and 
compassionate response to 
what is going on. 
 

It can be difficult to say it, 
though. There’s a judgement 
call to be made regarding 
what and how much you 
reveal about yourself, and to 
whom. Society seems to say 
that you should always be 

happy, and that being sad or 
showing sadness is a sign of 
weakness. Being human 
involves the full range of 
emotional responses. Being 
resilient involves 
acknowledging what you’re 
having to cope with, what 
threatens you, as the first step 
to facing it and growing 
through the experience. 
 

I am reminded of the prophet 
Elijah. He was capable, reliant 
on God, but otherwise pretty 
self-sufficient and successful. 
He’d challenged the false 
prophets of Baal, won the 
contest, and then had to flee 
from the evil Queen Jezebel. 
But then he wasn’t OK. 
Languishing in the desert, he 
feared for his life, felt his life 
was worthless, and wanted to 
die. Exhausted, he slept, and 
an angel visited him, fed him, 
and let him sleep (1 Kings 19). 
 

Since Elijah was unused to 
being on the back foot, he was 
very keen to tell God about all 
the good things that he’d been 
doing, and how hard life was 
for him. God’s response was 
to give him some time safely 
tucked away in a cave and 
teach him to honour silence. 
 

 

Elijah was too fired up, looking 
for God in the drama of 
earthquakes, wind, and fire. It 
took him a while to realise 
that God was to be found 
within, in a silence from which 
wisdom could emerge. For 
Elijah, that meant securing a 
new political leader, and 
someone, Elisha, to train up 
and eventually take over from 
him. 
 

It is OK not to be OK, even - 
perhaps, especially - if you are 
unused to acknowledging the 

feeling. Sleep, nourishment, 
some cave time, and facing 
what is tough, not in the 
drama of it, but in a calm 
quietness, are necessary steps 
to honouring where you are 
at. You may well find the 
support of an angel or two, 
and, later, insights that bring 
wisdom, purpose, and a 
future. 
 

    Margaret Sentamu  
 

from The Church Times “Lift 
Up Your Hearts” resource 

It’s OK not to be OK  



 

  
  

  

  

  

 

 
Being fortunate to have a kitchen 
window overlooking a back garden, 
much time can be spent observing 
the world in which we live. Brightly 
coloured parakeets arrive to do 
gymnastics on the peanuts; a 
woodpecker, with its startling 
scarlet feathers, delights in similar 
nut attacking mode; two magpies 
decide that it is time 
for a wash in the bird 
bath and then preen 
themselves - standing 
on one leg to have a 
good scratch. (They 
then both lie on the 
grass with wings and 
tails outstretched and beaks open 
absorbing the glorious warmth of a 
beautiful day.) 
 

Next is the astonishing sight of two 
large pigeons sitting side by side in 
the bird bath - checking each other 
over for any "little visitors" which 
might be causing annoyance; robins 
keep watch over it all, and the 
goldfinches whizz in and out for 
their seeds; various members of the 
tit family enjoy the peanuts, and a 
surprise visit from a flock of twelve 
or so starlings complete the picture.  
Back to the washing up ! 
 

Not to be outdone by all the 
feathered friends, there was a 
special visit early one morning of 
two adult foxes, and a cub which 
was about the size of a small cat! 

Having left the kitchen, many 
opportunities arise for speaking to 
people when walking in the parks or 
local field. Watching small children 
sitting on mini bicycles and 
"walking" them at great speed 
entertain us, as well as a tiny child 
armed with a little plastic golf club 
and ball on the bandstand in 

Worthington Park 
"driving" ( or should I 
say "whacking!") the 
ball off the stand for 
Dad to go and retrieve  
and return it for 
further treatment ! 
 

This time of lockdown is therefore a 
"time to stand and stare"  -  an 
opportunity to watch the world 
around us as we all try in different 
ways to  cope in these strange 
times. 
 

   Bridget Beggs  

Mel’s Computer Care Ltd  
49 Old Hall Road, Sale Moor, M33 2HT 

0161 977 0107 - www.melscomputercare.co.uk 

STOP PRESS!!! Microsoft have now removed support for all Windows 7 systems, 

which could affect the security of your software. If you are using 7, do give me a call for 
FREE & independent advice. 

 

Reverend Geoff had never had a problem with Social 

Distancing at St Jude’s. [A Dave Walker cartoon repurposed] 

On a maternity room door: "Push. 
Push. Push." 
 

At a vet's surgery: "Back in five 
minutes. Sit! Stay!" 
 

At the electric board: "We would be 
de-lighted if you pay your bill. 
However, if you don't, you will be." 
  

Outside a funeral home:  "Drive 
carefully. We're happy to wait." 

Time to stand and stare  

Signs 

“Have you a computer problem? 
If so, I am local and here to help...” 

  

Quite simply my aim is to provide an effective, quick, reliable 
and friendly service without unnecessary jargon. 

  

  DO GIVE ME A CALL NOW OR AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE. I AM 
HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ANY TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM, 

HOWEVER BIG OR SMALL. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  



 

It is 3½ years now since we 
became a Partner in Mission 
with the Church of Ceylon and 
its two dioceses in Sri Lanka. 
More specifically we support 
the Estate Community 
Development Mission 
programme (Education for 
Change) which is all about 
empowering workers and their 
families on tea plantations. 
Although the tea industry is one 
of the main pillars of Sri Lanka’s 
economy workers on 
plantations often live in 
appalling conditions. Sadly, 
rather than protesting about 
their lack of rights, workers 
seem to have accepted their 
fate. So the Anglican Church is 
trying to help people to escape 
this mindset and unlock their 
potential, and through 
education bring hope for the 
future.  Here is our first report 
this year from Education for 
Change……. 
 

Estate Community 
Development Mission  
 

The programme prepares 
preschool children to integrate 
successfully into primary 
education and coaches older 
students to improve 

educational attainment. 
  

There are five preschools in the 
isolated plantation estate 
communities of Sheen, Passara, 
Gonakale, Templestowe and 
Nuwereliya educating a total of 
181 children. Malnourished 
children in two of the five 
preschools receive nutritious 
food supplement (with help 
from the Ministry of Health). 
  

Five informal tuition classes 
coach 163 students in 
secondary schools (aged six to 
16) in Templestowe, Ragala, 
Kondakala, Gonakale and 
Beverly. Students’ academic 
performance is boosted to help 
them succeed in public 
examinations. Assistance with 
social skills improves integration 
and social cohesion. Five 
university students are 
sponsored through their 
undergraduate degrees, to 
encourage them to persevere in 
their studies and make a 
contribution to their 
communities. 
  

Students from these projects 
perform well and are a delight. 
They are ambitious for their 
future careers and 
communities. The projects also 

contribute to improve mental, 
social and physical health. There 
is a lasting impact in the 
community, who in turn support 
the project’s field workers and 
suggest new ideas. 
 

Incidental services are offered, 
such as help in sorting out legal 
identity documents. 
 

The projects have 288 direct 
beneficiaries. There has been 
increased interest recently from 
girls who now make up 51% of 
preschool students, 53% of 
informal tuition students and 
two of the five undergraduates. 
  

A baseline survey was 
conducted for new locations so 
that when implementing 
projects, it will be possible to 
analyse/assess progress in 
future. 
  

Future plans include: 
  

 identify a new location for a 
pre-school and find qualified 
teachers to staff it 

 provide teacher training on 
child development and 
protection 

 recruit in-house counsellors 
for direct beneficiaries and 
their families 

 create a men’s care 
programme 

 provide nutritious meals to 
every preschool child 

 introduce community hygiene 
awareness programmes 

 start adult skill development 
classes to reduce the number 
of broken families . 

 

April 2019 Easter Sunday 
Attacks on Christian Churches 
 

The Easter Sunday attacks on 
21st April 2019, on Christian 
churches left the country 
shaken. The Christian 
community responded with love 
and forgiveness. The  ECDM 
activities stopped for nearly 
three months. Many people 
were scared to leave their 

homes, but the community 
ensured priests’ and teachers’ 
safety. Churches were 
protected by the Armed Forces 
and the local people. Despite 
ambiguity and mistrust the 
projects restarted in July. The 
determination of the informal 
tuition students to continue 
classes was uplifting and offered 
hope.  

Church of Ceylon response to 
COVID-19 
 

The Anglican Dioceses of 
Colombo and Kurunegala 
carried out a humanitarian 
response to the impact of 
COVID-19. 
  

In Kurunegala Diocese, many of 
the churches in proximity have 
been instrumental in assisting 
poor families with essential 
rations during this period.  

Continued on next page... 

News from Education for Change,  
our Partner in Mission through USPG 



 

 ...continued from previous page  
 

Through USPG support the Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility helped 
over 200 vulnerable families with 
food packs – enough for families of 4 
people for 2 weeks. 
 

The Diocese of Colombo provided 
support to over 500 needy families 
with food materials and essential 
items. The response was carried out 
through the Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility mainly in the Hill 
region of Sri Lanka. 
 

Please pray for: 

 an end to the spread of Corona 
virus in Sri Lanka and all over the 
world   

 protection of the poor and needy 
people of Sri Lanka   

 safety of church workers who are 
responding to the situation 

 the future plans of Estate 
Community Development Mission 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers 
for the USPG-supported work of the 
Church of Ceylon.  
  

Thank You 
 

On behalf of USPG and the Church of 
Ceylon, thank you once again for 
becoming a Partner In Mission. We 
hope you have enjoyed reading about 
the life-changing difference that your 
support makes.  Want to know more 
about Education for Change? View 
the 3 minute fast moving video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bvKCTSzwe4I 
   Janice Mason 

God’s way is not to coddle us and make us feel nice, but to treat us as 
serious moral players with whom he engages for the good of the world and 
to whom he commits a ministry of reconciliation. 
 

      Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds 

 

The immediacy of the present threat 
is, in the present age, unprecedented. 
There are parallels, however, in other 
existential threats that humanity has 
faced. The ecological crisis is one; 
another is the nuclear threat- not 
eliminated but felt more keenly by an 
earlier generation. 
 

One was CS Lewis whose words, 
written in 1948, have leapt to life 
again: 
 

In one way we think a great deal too 
much of the atomic bomb. “How are 
we to live in an atomic age?” I am 
tempted to reply: “Why, as you would 
have lived in the sixteenth century 
when the plague visited London almost 
every year, or as you would have lived 
in a Viking age when raiders from 
Scandinavia might land and cut your 
throat any night; or indeed, as you are 
already living in an age of cancer, an 
age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an 
age of air raids, an age of railway 
accidents, an age of motor accidents.” 
 

In other words, do not let us begin by 
exaggerating the novelty of our 
situation. Believe me, dear sir or 
madam, you and all whom you love 
were already sentenced to death 
before the atomic bomb was invented: 
and quite a high percentage of us were 
going to die in unpleasant ways. We 
had, indeed, one very great advantage 
over our ancestors - anaesthetics; but 
it is perfectly ridiculous to go about 

whimpering and drawing long faces 
because the scientists have added one 
more chance of painful and premature 
death to a world which already bristled 
with such chances and in which death 
itself was not a chance at all, but a 
certainty. 
 

This is the first point to be made: and 
the first action to be taken is to pull 
ourselves together. If we are all going 
to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, 
let that bomb when it comes find us 
doing sensible and human things—
praying, working, teaching, reading, 
listening to music, bathing the 
children, playing tennis, chatting to our 
friends over a pint and a game of darts
- not huddled together like frightened 
sheep and thinking about bombs. They 
may break our bodies (a microbe can 
do that) but they need not dominate 
our minds. 

‘Not huddled like frightened sheep’ 

The e-Spire is our replacement for a 
hard-copy parish magazine. It is to 
supplement what appears on our 
website and in the weekly pastoral 
letter and newssheets from our 
clergy. If you don’t receive these by 
email, please send your email 
address to Alison: 
alisoncox19@hotmail.com For 
comments on e-Spire and to 
contribute to a future issue, mail the 
editors, Howard & Janice Mason at 
howard.mason1@btopenworld.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvKCTSzwe4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvKCTSzwe4I
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We recently marked VE Day, Victory in 
Europe with things like distanced tea 
parties outside our houses. Many of us 
remember either a wartime childhood 
or growing up in the following years, 
still with rationing and conscription, 
with the bomb sites and with the 
memories of our parents’ generation. 
Many of us will also remember what a 
part the radio played in those days: in 
information, news, and propaganda and 
in entertainment. In our multi channel 
and streaming era it is hard to imagine 
that for most of the war there was just 
one programme, the Home Service, and 
that it provided a shared experience 
that brought the nation together. 
 

One broadcasting event of real 
significance, now largely forgotten, was 
a series of twelve radio plays, “The Man 
Born To Be King” directed by Val 
Gielgud and aired between 1941 and 
1942. Many people knew of Dorothy L 
Sayers as the author of the Lord Peter 
Wimsey novels, perhaps as an 
authoritative translator of Dante too. 
But she had also produced a nativity 
play for radio so was invited to come up 
with a series of plays of the life of 
Christ. There was uproar from some 
quarters, people who thought it was 
blasphemous to have someone playing 
Christ and to tell the story of Jesus in 
everyday language. But that was what 
the BBC had asked for and leaders from 
across the denominations were united 
in supporting the project. The series 
went ahead to great acclaim with both 
Christians and non-believers finding it 
moving, refreshing, giving a vivid 

picture of the life of Christ. 
 

The scripts were published as a book in 
1943. My copy, though of 1943, was 
already the fourth edition. The plays 
unite direct quotation from the gospels 
with everyday dialogue to bring the 
scenes to life. But many pages are 
dedicated to setting out Miss Sayers’s 
expectations for each of the twelve 
plays with detailed portraits of each 
character to show how she expected 
them to come across on radio. It was a 
magnificent achievement; it still reads 
easily though I don’t know how it would 
work broadcast to a modern audience. 
Particularly impressive is Miss Sayers’ 
grasp of contemporary biblical 
scholarship, her enormous attention to 
getting it right, not just a popularised 
retelling of a well known story. The way 
in which she shows the relationship 
between Jewish leaders and between 
them and Rome or build up the 
character of Judas are good examples of 
how she gives authenticity to the 
scenes in which they appear. 
 

We have since had numerous films of 
the life of Christ, Pasolini’s 1964 Gospel 
According To Matthew being of 
particular note. We have also had the 
Easter story portrayed on city streets 
and a recent TV series of the Nativity; 
these may be contemporary equivalents 
of a radio play, but I think we are still 
waiting for a modern portrayal of the 
core of our faith that has the impact 
and authority of that wartime series. 
 

   Howard Mason 

Born to be King 


