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Dear friends 

The Prime Minister has laid out the 
government’s plans for a roadmap 
out of lockdown by the summer. It 
is extraordinary to think that by the 
time Bishop Mark comes to visit St 
Anne’s in July, we are likely to be 
able to mingle, hug, and chat over 
tea or coffee. 
 

The fact that this statement is a 
marvel to us shows how far our 
lives have changed during 
lockdowns with all its social 
restrictions. 
 

Will we feel overjoyed at the 
restoration of social norms? Yes, of 
course; at one level we will. But we 
will also have other emotions 
lurking beneath the surface. 
Returning to normal is actually 
harder than you think. 
 

Let me tell you why: 
 

In my life, I have spent two periods 
living abroad - mostly in South 
Africa but also a year in Namibia. 
Living in a country is vastly different 
from visiting it on holiday. You 
never quite fit in; the culture isn’t 
yours so it doesn’t always makes 
sense to you and help you to feel 
connected with the local 

community in the way that 
celebrating events back in Britain 
does.  
 

So when you return to the home 
country, you expect to fit in. It’s 
your country, your culture. Why 
wouldn’t you just slot back into life 
in your own country? Well, it 
doesn’t happen. The years you have 
been away, the country has shifted 
and gone through collective events 
that you haven’t been a part of. You 
have gone through many new 
experiences that have changed you 
(that is one of the reasons you went 
overseas). But it means you 
experience reverse culture shock 
when you return. And it is harder to 
come to terms with than you think. 
 

I fully expect that the national 
church will produce liturgy to help 
us mark the ending of lockdown 
and restrictions because we will 
need it. We will need to express the 
range of emotions that Covid-19 
has evoked in us - the grief and 
worry, the fear and anxiety, shock; 
exhaustion; financial pressures; 
separation from loved ones; 
boredom and loneliness. We need 
healing; we need to bring 
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everything this pandemic has done 
to us to God. 
 

I expect that we will experience 
something of the same this 
summer. We will relish the chance 
to ‘get back to normal’. And we will 
enjoy seeing family and friends; 
visiting different parts of the 
country; going on holiday wherever 
we want etc. But don’t be surprised 
with feelings of missing the 
certainty of following national 
guidelines; the sense of being in a 

collective experience and the 
weirdness of wondering …what was 
all that about? Why did we go 
through this?  
 

So be prepared for a mixture of 
emotions. You worked hard to get 
used to massive shifts in your 
behaviour and personal freedoms. 
Much as you will relish the 
restoration of those normal 
freedoms, you will also mourn 
letting go of many of the new 
lessons you learn through Covid-19. 
 

The Revd Canon Alison Cox 

Services for Holy Week and Easter 

Hi everyone, 
 

Two events to make you aware of. 
During March, we’re going to put the 
cross outside church again. This 
time, we’re hoping to raise some 
money for St Anne’s Hospice. As 
you’ll be aware, many charities have 
been hard hit by the various 
lockdowns and hospices are no 
exception. Sadly, most of us will 
know someone who has died of 
cancer, maybe even in St Anne’s 
Hospice, or we know someone going 
through treatment for cancer. The 
final details haven’t been decided 
yet, however, you will be able to 
write a name on something and 
attach it to the cross. There will be a 
jar behind the cross for donations 
and on Wednesdays and Sunday’s 
you’ll be able to leave a donation in 
church. As I said , all of us know 
someone who’s been affected by 
cancer, Tim, Alison and myself 
included, so let’s try and collect as 
much money as possible for this 
vitally important work. 
 

Secondly and on a completely 
different note, we will be holding a 
‘Would I lie to you?’ evening. For 
those who haven’t seen the 
television programme, the premise 
is that two teams of three come up 
 

with stories which may or may not 
be true. The object of the exercise is 
to try and persuade everyone else 
that what they’re saying is true. To 
make matters even trickier, the 
events are meant to be real ones 
that have happened to the team 
member. Of the two teams, one of 
them will be a clergy team; and we 
are looking for three volunteers to 
make up the other team. It promises 
to be a fun night and you might even 
learn a thing or two about those 
taking part. Everyone else joining in 
has to decide whether we’re lying or 
telling the truth and points are 
awarded for correct guessing. The 
person who wins is the one who 
accumulates the most points. 
Simples!  
 

The evening will be on Thursday, 18th 
March at 7.00 pm via Zoom and 
there won’t be a charge, the idea is 
simply to have some fun. 
 

Please email me if you’d like to 
either be a part of a team or join in 
with the evening for just for fun. 
 

Love and prayers, 
 

    Olwyn 

 

Events in March 

Maundy Thursday 1st April - Remembering the Last Supper 

 7 pm -  Holy Communion in church 
 

Good Friday 2nd April - Reflecting on the Cost of the Cross 

 9.30 am -  Service for children and their carers in church  
 2 pm -  Meditation on the cross 
 

Easter Sunday 4th April - Celebrating the Resurrection 

 8 am -  Said Communion service (not live streamed) 
 10 am -  Holy Communion with music 
 12 noon -  Sunbeams on Sunday (worship for 

children and their carers)  
 

Unless indicated otherwise, all worship services are live 
streamed to our YouTube account (St Anne’s, Sale) 
giving you the option either to come to the church 
building for worship or watch it on live stream. 
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The last weeks of lockdown? 
 

What we want during the pandemic 
  

What have men and women been thinking about during the pandemic? 
Apparently men have been preoccupied with takeaway food and pints, 
while women have been keeping in touch with their friends. 
  

In a study on the social impact of coronavirus, the Office for National 
Statistics found that women are only half as likely to leave home for a 
takeaway or drinks, and much more likely to go out in order to meet a 
friend. Women are also far more likely to form a lockdown support 
bubble and to adhere to government advice than men. 

 

The Annunciation 
25th March sees the Annunciation, when the angel told Mary that she was 
going to have a special baby… this poem reflects on Joseph’s reaction.   
 

Letter to Joseph of Nazareth 
(Mt 1:16, 18 –end,13:55; Lk 1:48) 
 

Joseph, 
Son of Jacob, 
Descendant of Abraham, 
Carpenter of Nazareth, 
Who could have imagined  
What you would be called to do? 
 

Loving Mary, 
Pledged to the one  
Whom all generations would call blessed, 
Joseph, 
You responded to angelic advice 
And continued to love, 
Even when you woke up to shocking reality. 
 

Joseph, 
You went forward in obedience and faith, 
Protecting and providing for 
Your Mary and her Son,  
Passing on your working skills. 
 

Joseph, 
Often overlooked, 
Thank you 
For teaching Jesus  
How to do great things with wood.  
 

 Daphne Kitching, Parish Pump 
 

First there was the rain. Then there 
were the floods, and parks became 
swimming pools for the seagulls 
which had been blown inland in the 
storm. Then there was the freezing 
cold when pipes became blocked 
and birds could not drink from the 
icy bird bath, and the wind howled 
through the louvered windows in 
the kitchen, and walks became a "no 
go" option to avoid serious frostbite! 
 

THEN the sun came out, the wind  

dropped, the snowdrops and croci 
burst into life and at last our first 
daffodil glowed yellow - a fortnight 
later than last year on our diary. 
What a relief! The birds started 
singing, and a large bumble bee 
sunned itself on the white painted 
garage wall. On we go to March. The 
world is a better place as the days 
grow longer and nature wakes up to 
the possibilities of a new Spring. My 
favourite time of year! 
 

   Bridget Beggs 

It’s Spring! 



 

 

MARTIN LEAH 
FLOORCOVERING SPECIALISTS 

12 THORN GROVE WAREHOUSE, 
 SALE, M33 3AA  

TEL 0161-962-5065 

FAX 0161-969-1171 

TRUST THE 
FLOORCOVERING 
EXPERTS WITH 
YOUR NEEDS 
 

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE TO BOTH DOMESTIC & 

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS 
● CARPETS ● NATURAL FLOORING 
● LINOLEUM ● LAMINATES & WOOD 
● VINYLS ● GUARDSMAN STAIN
  PROTECTION 

Opening hours 8am - 6pm Mon-Sat 
SEWING & PLANNING 

SERVICE-FLOOR PREPARATION 

PUTTING OFF MAKING A WILL? 
 

Your family won’t thank you 
for it. It takes less than an 
hour to make a Will and 
protect your loved ones. 

 

 Home visits at a time to suit you 

 Fixed Fees, no hidden extras 

 Friendly efficient service 

 Over 25 years experience 

 Lasting Powers of Attorneys 
 

For a FREE no obligation information 
pack contact Somerset Lodge Wills on 

0161 976 4411 or contact us at 

www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk 

This company complies with the IPW code of conduct  

 

 Mrs P. Goodson 

Mrs Rebecca Atkin  
State Registered Chiropodist 

HPC Reg. MChS 
 

Available for home visits 
 

 Tel: 07768-692949 

 
Mothers Union 

Welcome to March! Welcome to 
the signs of Spring! And hopefully 
welcome to some sort of freedom 
in the not too distant future. The 
vaccination programme is moving 
at a very fast rate, helping to relieve 
the pressure on hospitals and the 
NHS. Carol and I hope that you are 
still safe and well and that you 
stayed warm during the very cold 
spell we had in February. I 
remember going out on the 
Monday after the very bitterly cold 
Sunday and thinking I might have to 
carry my coat as it was so warm 
compared to the day before. As I sit 
writing this the sun is actually 
shining and my crocus are showing 
signs of flowering in the garden 
plus the daffodils coming up. 
   

As you are aware we should have 
held our AGM last month but were 
not able to do this. So all members 
of the Committee remain the same 
until we are able to hold the AGM 
sometime later this year. 
  

This month we should have been 
sharing Lent lunches in Church and 
also making Mother’s Day posies 
for everyone, but at least some 
signs of normality are returning as 
Carol and I are going into Church at 

the end of March to set up the 
Easter Garden. Also some of us are 
back to helping with Food Bank at 
St Francis. And I hope to be asked 
to fasten Oasis to the Cross again so 
that flowers can be added on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

I think a number of you knew Lillian 
Hamlin, a long standing member of 
St Anne’s and a regular at 8 o’clock 
Eucharist. Lillian was also a Dinner 
Lady (not called that these days) at 
St Anne’s School for a good number 
of years. Sadly, we learnt of her 
death recently and we send our 
thoughts and prayers to her son 
Trevor. Her funeral is in church on 
Monday 1st March and it would be 
nice if we could all think about her 
on this date.  
 

We can’t believe that it is nearly a 
whole year since we were all last 
together and both Carol and I hope 
that within the next few months we 
will be able to meet up again. 
 

Take care and we send our love and 
prayers to you all.  
 

   Jackie and Carol 
 

 

GAM SPORT 
Personal Training 

Sessions held locally, and 
Swimming Lessons 

for all ages and abilities. 

Contact GORDON on 
07715002240 

e-mail: ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk 

 

http://www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk/
mailto:ga.mills89@hotmail.co.uk


 

  

Do you know the popular series of 
books entitled Where’s Wally? 
These books are filled with very 
detailed cartoon drawings You have 
to search for some time to pick him 
out of the crowd, but Wally in his 
red and white striped ski cap and 
glasses  is always there! 
 

In many ways, like finding Wally, we 
need to develop the skill of 
identifying God’s presence in our 
daily lives. One approach that can 
help us to find God throughout the 
day is to do a daily review of our 
day with God. It can provide us with 
a means of seeing where God has 
been at work during our day. It’s an 
opportunity of remembering how 
God has been at work and how we 
have responded to Him. As the 
psalmist says, ‘On my bed I 
remember you; I think of you 
through the watches of the 
night’ (Ps 63:6). 
 

What does this look like in practice? 
Here is a step by step guide: 
 

1. Be still for a moment, and quiet 
your mind. 
2. Acknowledge that Jesus is 
present. Invite Him to guide you.  
3. Recall the beginning of the day, 
when you first woke up. Watch that 

scene, as if on film. What is your 
reaction to what you see? Talk to 
God about it. 
4. Continue through the film of your 
day, going from scene to scene. As 
you reflect on each one, some 
scenes may fill you with gratitude, 
others with regret. Speak directly to 
God about this. You may also want 
to pray for those you encountered 
during the day. 
5. End your review with a prayer of 
thanksgiving for God’s mercy and 
love. Ask him to refresh you as you 
sleep. 
 

As you begin reviewing your day 
with God regularly, you can expect 
to see two things beginning to 
happen:   
 

Firstly, you will become more aware 
of recurring negative patterns in 
your life, so you can challenge these 
wrong attitudes and habits and 
increase your desire to grow and 
change. Secondly, you will become 
more aware of God’s presence in 
the ordinary moments of your life. 
And when you start experiencing 
the reality of God’s presence with 
you every day, it’s not ordinary any 
more! 
 

   Parish Pump 

Finding God in Each Moment of the Day  A Franciscan Blessing for modern times 

 May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and 
superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart. 
 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and 
exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom and 
peace. 
 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, 
rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and turn their pain to joy. 
 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you 
can make a difference in this world, so that you can do what others 
claim cannot be done. 
 

      Amen 

1,700 years ago, on 7 March 321, the Roman Emperor Constantine the 
Great decreed that Sunday should be a day of rest throughout the 
Empire. 
 

1,600 years ago, on 25 March 421, the city of Venice was officially 
founded when its first church was dedicated at noon. 



 

  

As Mother’s Day 
approaches, let’s hear 
it for all the mothers 
who have been on the 
front line of helping our 
country survive the 
Covid pandemic! Just as 
we’ve clapped on our 
doorsteps for the NHS 
and other heroes, let’s 
applaud all that 
mothers have done – 
often balancing home 
and employment – 
during these long 
lockdown months. 
 

Research by University 
College London shows 
that mums have carried 
out most of the home 
schooling and 
household tasks – with 
many also holding 
down important 
frontline roles in the 
NHS and other 
essential services.  
 

Women spent more 
than twice as much 
time as men on their 
children’s home 
schooling and 
development during 

the lockdown, not least 
while schools and 
nurseries were closed 
to most families. Those 
with primary school-
aged children “were 
considerably more 
likely” to have given up 
working than fathers 
with children of the 
same age. 
 

Pressure on families 
was of course further 
increased as many 
grandparents and other 
carers were unable to 
help. Family and 
friendship networks 
were put under strain 
with contacts restricted 
to online Zoom or 
Facetime calls that are 
often difficult with 
younger children.  
 

So mothers are at the 
front line of helping our 
children cope with – 
and then recover from 
– the effects of the 
Covid pandemic and 
the extended 
lockdowns. 
 

Many working mothers 
lost their jobs because 
of the pandemic, and 
families will be hard-
pressed to make up for 
the income lost. Food 
bank provider, the 
Trussell Trust has 
warned churches to 
prepare for a ‘tidal 
wave’ of poverty and to 
be ready to help their 
local communities. 
 

This Mother’s Day, 
daffodils and chocolate 
may seem very thin 
reward for the major 
contribution of mums 
across our nation. As 
we celebrate Mother’s 
Day, let’s recognise the 
amazing efforts made 
by mothers in the 
home with their 
children. 

Let’s clap for mothers! 
The Marie Curie charity, 
with widespread support 
from other charities and 
political figures, has called 
a national day of reflection 
on the anniversary of the 
first Coronavirus lockdown 
when we can pause to 
think about our collective loss, 
support the bereaved, and hope for 
the future. Though we instinctively 
think first of those who have died of 
Covid-19 and Marie Curie’s focus is 
on deaths from cancer there has of 
course been little let up in the 
numbers dying from all the other 
causes; Marie Curie estimates that 
in the last year over 3 million 
people have suffered bereavement 
from all those causes and most of 

them will have been 
unable to mark the death 
with the sort of funeral 
we’re used to or even to 
be with them in their last 
days and hours. 
 

The plan is for a one 
minute silence at midday, daffodils 
(fresh, drawn or crafted) placed in 
windows and another minute of 
silence in the evening (time to be 
announced) on doorsteps with 
daffodils, candles or simply torches 
and lights from mobile phones.  
There will also be a range of on-line 
resources – see 
www.mariecurie.org.uk as the 
central point for this. 

News from CAP 

National Day of Reflection – Tuesday 23 March 

John Kirkby, charismatic founder of Christians Against 
Poverty is stepping down after 25 years during which 
CAP has helped over 20,000 to get free from the burden 
of debt, work that has sometimes literally been life-
saving. We join with the many who have paid tribute to 
his visionary work. 

 

Meanwhile locally our partnership between local churches and CAP, with 
our worker Debbie Walters, has recently seen three clients complete the 
long hard process to become free from debt. If you, or people you know 
are struggling with debt, please do ring 0800 328 0006. 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/


 

 

Looking for something 
to while away the dark 
evenings during 
Lockdown! Want to 
know more about 
Fairtrade? Then please 
join us for a special 
evening with Matt 
Oliver of Traidcraft. 
‘Live Fair for Lent’ 
Roadshow on Thursday 
11 March 2021 via 
Zoom at 6.30 pm. Matt 
is taking on the 
challenge of doing 40 
Roadshows during the 
40 days of Lent. Wow!  
 

The Roadshow is very 
simple, it will be about 
doing something for 
Lent rather than giving 
something up. Within 
an hour he hopes to 
share 40 slides with 
ideas, producer stories, 
products, facts about 
fair trade etc. “It's not 
so that people will do 
them all,” he says, “but 
just take one on 
board”. We hope that 
you, our customers,  
church members, 

friends and family will 
join us for an 
interesting and fun 
hour. Let's help Matt 
succeed in his 
challenge.  
 

Matt will refer to the 
new Traidcraft Spring 
Catalogue; you can  

download it here 
We look forward to 
seeing you,  
 

The Traidcraft Team  
 

Contact Janice to get a 
zoom invite (0161 969 
8570) or 
howard.mason1@btop
enworld.com) 

Arthur Gresty Ltd. 
 FUNERAL HOMES 

           2b Marsland Road, Sale Moor 
 

“An independent family owned funeral home, offering a personal service 

by David Gresty, his family and caring staff” 
 

0161 962 1515 
 

    Chapels of Rest also in West Timperley and Northenden 

Rolls Royce & 

Mercedes Hearse 

& Limousines 

24 Hour 

Personal Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Painter and Decorator 

A.C. Rudd 
For a FRIENDLY 
Quality Service 

Telephone: 
0161-969-1806 

GAS SAFE CARL 

 Boilers   Repairs   Radiators  
 Cookers   Hobs    Fires 
 Plumbing     Bathrooms 
 Kitchens       Tiling 

Tel 0161 374 2395 
Or 07999 577 493 

‘Live Fair for Lent’ roadshow 

Shortly after the funeral of a wealthy man, 
two friends were discussing the Will. “How 
much did he leave?” wondered one.  His 
friend thought a moment, and ventured: 
“Well, I suppose, everything!”  

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/traidcraft-catalogue


 

 

The Meaningful Chocolate 
Company has launched its 2021 
Fairtrade Real Easter Egg range. All 
Real Easter Eggs come with an 
Easter story in the box. The stories 
range from simple guides to a 24-
page activity book version with a 
prize competition worth £200. 
They provide an opportunity to 
share the joy of Easter with friends 
and family.  
 

The 2021 Original Real Easter Egg 
includes a new 24-page Easter 
story activity book. It features a 
rainbow design to remind us of the 
importance of working together, in 
amazing and inspiring ways, for 
the common good. It costs £4.50 
and is delivered in multiples of six 
or as singles.  
 

The UK's top supermarkets, hit by 
the pandemic, will not be stocking 
The Real Easter Egg this year. For 
the past ten years Tesco, Waitrose, 
ASDA and Morrisons have made 
room on their shelves for The Real 
Easter Egg.  But Easter 2020 was 
right at the start of lock-down and 
people changed the way they 
shopped. The early pandemic led 
to supermarkets having a 

disastrous Easter as people stayed 
away from high streets. This year, 
supermarket buyers were told to 
cut brands, reduce the volumes 
and in some cases ask for stock to 
be supplied at a loss or cost price. 
It means there will be fewer 
brands, including the Real Easter 
Egg, on the shelves this year. So, if 
you are one of the 80,000 people 
who usually buy a Real Easter Egg 
from a supermarket then order 
from the St Anne’s Traidcraft team 
or go online and order direct from 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk. 
 

The Real Easter Egg continues to 
be the UK's top mail order Egg in 
terms of volume. To date more 
than a million eggs have been sold 
and more than £300,000 has been 
donated to charitable causes. 

While there is a risk of Covid 19, I just ask to deal with one person per 
job and I attend with mouth cover and gloves, wearing my gas I.D. 

 

Real Easter Egg launches  -  
but dropped by supermarkets 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk


 

 Women’s World Day Of Prayer 

This year’s World Day 
of Prayer service has 
been prepared by the 
women of Vanuatu.  
 

You might already 
know that the Diocese 
of Chester has links 
with the Diocese of 
Melanesia. Melanesia 
is not just the Solomon 
Islands, but two other 
countries as well - 
New Caledonia and 
Vanuatu - so it is 
wonderful to see that 
this year’s World Day 
of Prayer is from 
Vanuatu.  

During lockdown we 
are not having a 
Church service locally 
but we want to share 
with Christians around 
the world as we pray 
with the women of 
Vanuatu. 
 

The diocese has 
provided links to a 
number of resources, 
which can be found 
here, and the 
Canadian Committee 
of this international 
organisation has also 
produced a film 
introducing the region 

– click here and scroll 
down. Do use them so 
that you can join in. 
 

In addition, Timperley 
and Hale Churches 
Together are hosting a 
Zoom service at 2.30 
pm, led by our Rural 
Dean, Claire Jacquis, 
vicar of All Saints, Hale 
Barns. To access it, use 
Meeting no: 885 2840 
5792 and Passcode: 
448741. We have been 
invited to join in and 
they can host 100 
participants so give it a 
try.   

Behind 

Sale URC 

 More information: Louise Ellicott - 973 2888 

John Hugall Ltd 
143 Northenden Road, Sale 

  

Tel: 973 1056 or 973 1118 Fax: 973 
1056 

  

Prescriptions Aids for the Elderly and Disabled 
(including Free Collection & Delivery Service)
 Perfumes 
Blood Pressure Monitoring Toilet Articles 
Pregnancy Testing Baby Requisites 
Incontinence Products Surgical Hosiery & Trusses 
  

Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 

9.15 am - 3 pm 

Breakfast Club 
available Monday - 

Friday 8.30 - 9.15 am 

IAN CLARKE FUNERAL SERVICES  

151 Northenden Road, Sale, Cheshire  

Tel 0161 962 4141 (24 Hrs) 
  

Provider of Dignity Funeral Plans  

“Build on a Strong Foundation” Friday 5 March 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/2021-wdp-free-resources-to-download/
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/2021/01/13/introducing-vanuatu/


 

  
  

  

  

  

 

 

In the months of lockdown and 
restrictions, many of us have used 
the time to look afresh at the 
world of nature and have learnt to 
value it once again (not to mention 
watching a remake of “All 
creatures great and 
small”).  
 

In the life of the 6th 
century Irish hermit , 
Kevin of Glendalough, 
we see someone who 
had that special 
relationship with the 
birds and animals. An 
otter, the wolf and a 
wild boar were his co-
hermits. We are told 
that during Lent as he 
was kneeling in prayer 
in his cell, he held his 
arm out of the window. A 
blackbird mistook the arm for the 
branch of a tree and built its nest 
in the saint’s hand. The saint 
waited until the eggs were laid and 
hatched and the fledglings had 
flown.  
 

One of the earliest depictions of 
this story is a marginal drawing in 
The History of Ireland by Gerald of 
Wales in the early 13th century 

and now in the British Library. He 
visited Ireland several times and 
was entranced by the marvels he 
saw and the tales he heard. An 
unknown artist drew the saint in 
his cell, cradling the blackbird 

gently in his left hand. 
Seamus Heaney 
captured the story in a 
poem in which he 
wondered if the saint 
was self-forgetful in all 
those months or 
perhaps in agony. The 
poet praises St Kevin 
because he sought no 
reward, but offered 
time and patience to 
care for this sign of 
new life. 
 

Perhaps St Kevin can 
inspire us to journey with faith and 
hope through the months ahead 
with a renewed concern for the 
created order. The Gaelic name 
Kevin means loved. Like him, we 
pray that we will love and cherish 
this planet, and care for the 
wonder and beauty of birds like 
the blackbird and all the animals 
rejoicing with him in the wonder 
of Creation that displays the 
handiwork of God the Creator. 

Mel’s Computer Care Ltd  
49 Old Hall Road, Sale Moor, M33 2HT 

0161 977 0107 - www.melscomputercare.co.uk 

STOP PRESS!!! Microsoft have now removed support for all Windows 7 systems, 

which could affect the security of your software. If you are using 7, do give me a call for 
FREE & independent advice. 

It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning to 
remake numerous well-known films, but this time with a Welsh flavour. 

He gave us eyes to see them:   
St Kevin of Glendalough and the blackbird 

“Have you a computer problem? 
If so, I am local and here to help...” 

  

Quite simply my aim is to provide an effective, quick, reliable 
and friendly service without unnecessary jargon. 

  

  DO GIVE ME A CALL NOW OR AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE. I AM 
HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ANY TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM, 

HOWEVER BIG OR SMALL. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Films for St David’ s Day 

 Dai Hard  
 9½ Leeks  
 The Lost Boyos  
 The Eagle has Llandudno  
 The Magnificent Severn  
 Haverfordwest Was Won  
 Austin Powys  
 Independence Dai  
 The Bridge on the River Wye  
 The Welsh Patient  
 Look You Back in Bangor  
 Evans Can Wait  

 A Fishguard Called Rhondda  
 Where Eagles Aberdare  
 Dial M For Merthyr 
 How Green Was Myfanwy 



 

USPG’s early years - history is messy 
 

 

The Church of England’s loved and 
respected agency USPG began life as 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in 1701 as the high church’s 
response to a report that the Anglican 
church in America had "little spiritual 
vitality" and was "in a poor 
organizational condition". A Royal 
Charter from William III established 
the SPG as "an organisation able to 
send priests and schoolteachers to 
America to help provide the Church's 
ministry to the colonists". The new 
society had two main aims: Christian 
ministry to British people overseas; 
and evangelization of the non-
Christian races of the world. 
 

The early priests in America and the 
West Indies faced the issues of the 
time – how to relate to settlers, native 
peoples, slaves; the issue of 
intermarriage; competition with the 
non-conformist churches in America. 
The Society itself faced the 
organisational challenges involved: 
how to support and guide those sent, 
how to support their families – 
whether with the priests and teachers 
or remaining at home - and how to 
deal with the moral and political 
issues raised. A particular challenge 
came in 1709/10 when a charitable 
bequest from the Codrington family 

bestowed on the Society two estates 
in Barbados, along with their slaves. 
 

Current thinking would expect that 
the Society does not come out well in 
all of this. The USPG has opened its 
archives and in partnership with 
researchers from Leeds University has 
mounted an on-line exhibition of 
documents and correspondence from 
the time. Before we leap to judgment, 
it’s well worth a look at the 
fascinating material displayed, on 
http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
exhibition/uspg/items/browse 
 
The very first item shown is a letter of 
1706 from Elias Neau to the Society 
Secretary in London; “I continue to 
Catechise all the Slaves that are sent 
to me, Mr Vesey has baptiz’d some 
against the Will and without the 
knowledge of their Masters, because 
they fear lest by baptism they should 
become temporally free.” Later on we 
find a letter from a minister whose 
family have been able to join him: “His 
children seem to be over their 
acclimatization, but his wife is still ill. 
One woman in his parish has been 
arrested on a charge of witchcraft. 
Another, after being in delirium for 
two days, on apparently coming to, 
declared that she had been dead and 

related her experiences to a servant.” 
And we find correspondence from a 
Mary Keith about her financial distress 
while she remains in England when 
her husband is in Maryland. 
 

These documents can speak to us 
across the centuries and help develop 
our understanding of the times. 
History is a messy subject! 

A while ago I wrote in the Spire about the inappropriate questions 
posed to asylum seekers to test whether their claimed conversion to 
Christianity was genuine. Questions that many long term Christians 
would struggle to answer. Now Graham James, recently retired 
Bishop of Norwich, has written in the Church Times about the 
questions set in the test for those applying for UK citizenship. How 
would you fare with these: The names of the researchers who cloned 
Dolly the sheep; the date when the Vikings first invaded Britain; when 
the Romans successfully established themselves in Britain; the age of 
the Giant’s Causeway. Well. Nul points! Public school and Cambridge 
failed to equip me to answer questions like this, I wonder if they’ll 
renew my passport next time I apply… 
 

What is it about our government that leads it to behave like this? If 
we were to ask our EU neighbours, or the people in other countries 
we most commonly visit as tourists, I suspect they would offer a very 
different view of what constitutes Englishness or Britishness. I’ll 
refrain from speculating, but I suspect that many of those applying 
for citizenship, thankfully, do not display those features. 
 

Next time you read a story about asylum seekers, do bear in mind 
that our Home Office, and in particular its UK Visas and Immigration 
division has a strange way of viewing the world! 
 

        Howard Mason 

Are you a good citizen? 

http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/exhibition/uspg/items/browse
http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/exhibition/uspg/items/browse


 

 

St Anne’s, Church Road, off Northenden Road, M33 3GD  
 

Website: www.salestanne.org 
Vicar: Rev Canon Alison Cox, The Vicarage 
 Church Road West, Sale M33 3GD 0161 973 4145 
 E-mail: alisoncox19@hotmail.com 
Hon Assistant Priest: Rev Olwyn Marlow, 28 Arcadia Avenue 0161 962 9292 
Curate: Rev David Murray: d3.murray@hotmail.com  07985 032180  
Readers: Paul Edwards, 25 Abington Road 0161 969 2345 
 Alan Ward, 8 Russell Avenue 0161 282 8789 
Churchwardens: Kerrie Hickman 0161 973 3431  
 e-mail: k.hickman5@btinternet.com 
 Pauline Stacey, 8 Maple Road West 0161 962 3628 
 e-mail: Pauline@staceyfamily.net 
PCC Secretary: Chris Davey  07872 935776 
 e-mail chrisrichards21@gmail.com  
PCC Treasurer: Tim Marlow, 28 Arcadia Avenue 0161 962 9292 
Hall Bookings:  Lynda Ronan, 173 Dane Road 0161 900 8259 
Hall Management Committee: Chairman - Tony Sant 0161 973 3894 
Sacristan/Head Server: Sue Heath, 7 The Cloisters 0161 969 3167 
Organist & Choir Leader: Max Puller,  
 e-mail max@maxpuller.com          07590 677 101 
Choir: Fridays 6.45pm Juniors, 7.15 Adults, in Church  
St Anne’s School: Headteacher – Polly Goodson 0161 973 7181 
Overseas Group: Chair - Janice Mason 0161 969 8570 
Sunday School: Sundays 10.30 am in the Church Hall 0161 969 2824 
1st Sale Moor Rainbows: Mons 5 - 6 pm in the Church Hall 
 email 1stsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com 
2nd Sale Moor Rainbows: Weds 5.15 - 6.15 pm in the Church Hall  
 email 2ndsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com  
Brownies: 

1st Sale Moor:  Weds 6.30 - 8 pm, Clarendon Rd Scout Hut 0161 973 3894 
2nd Sale Moor:  Weds 6.30 - 8 pm in the Church Hall 0161 976 5972 
3rd Sale Moor: Tues 6pm at Moorlands School 
7th Sale Moor:  Tues 6 pm, Marsland Road Scout Hut 0161 973 2108 

2nd Sale Moor Guides: Mondays 7.30 - 9pm in the Church Hall 0161 286 1623 
7th Sale Moor Guides:  Tuesdays 7 pm at St Francis’ 
Church Fellowship: 1st Monday of month 2 pm, Church Hall 0161 962 8946 
Mothers’ Union: 2nd Monday, 8pm, St Anne’s Church Hall 0161 283 0563 
Mums & Tots: Fridays 9.15 - 11am, contact Janet Plumb 0161 905 3895 

Junior Youth Club Fridays 6 - 7.30pm in the Church Hall 07925 886458  
 

St Francis’s - Budworth Road, off Norris Road. M33 2RP 
 

Hall Booking Vicky Gilbert 0161 374 3991 
 

9th Sale St Anne’s Scout Group - HQ -  
Budworth Road, off Norris Road, M33 2RP 
 

Beavers: Wednesdays 6.15 - 7.30pm 0161 962 9392 
Cubs: Tuesdays 7 - 8.30pm 0161 969 9352 
Scouts: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.15pm 0161 969 8558 
Hut bookings: Mrs Maggs 07949 832 920 

 Parish Directory   Covid-19 & Church-21 Survey 

Last year York St John University ran 
a very successful survey of how 
church people were coping during 
the first lockdown; you can read 
about some of the results on 
www.yorksj.ac.uk/coronavirus-
church-and-you/  They would now 
like to get a sense of how clergy and 
lay people are coping with the 
current lockdown through a new 
survey to see how things have 
changed and find out what people 
think as they look forward to a post-
pandemic future for the Church. 
 

The Church-21 survey is your 
opportunity to be part of this crucial 
research project. It’s an on-line 
survey, which should take about 20 
minutes to complete and will enable  
 

you to give a thorough picture of 
your experiences and opinions. 
Most of the questions simply 
require you to click boxes, though 
there are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an 
opportunity at the end to give your 
views in your own words.  
 

The survey can be completed using 
the link:  
https://tinyurl.com/y4fqgrzq 
 

You might need to update your 
browser if you have an older version 
because the online platform only 
works on those with sufficient 
security. 
 

  York St John University 

The e-Spire is our replacement for a 
hard-copy parish magazine. It is to 
supplement what appears on our 
website and in the weekly pastoral 
letter and newssheets from our 
clergy. If you don’t receive these by 
email, please send your email 
address to Alison: 
alisoncox19@hotmail.com  
 

For comments on e-Spire and to 
contribute to a future issue, mail 
the editors, Howard & Janice 
Mason at howard.mason1@ 
btopenworld.com 

Advance notice: 
 

Our annual meeting, the APCM 
is on Sunday 25 April following 
the morning worship. 
 

It is likely that this will be 
conducted via Zoom but we will 
review this closer to the time 
and move it into the church so 
that it is an in-person event if 
that is legally possible. 

http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/coronavirus-church-and-you/
http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/coronavirus-church-and-you/
https://tinyurl.com/y4fqgrzq

